
 

 

 

 

2020-21 Administrative Bulletin 
XII-12   11-6-20  
 

SPECIAL NOTE:  The EACS United Way Campaign will begin Monday, 
November 9 and run through November 16.  Please expect an email Monday 
morning from Superintendent Hissong!  Thank you for giving! 

1. BOARD MEETINGS - TIME AND LOCATION CHANGES 

Due to current restrictions, the board meetings on November 10th (originally at Southwick) and 
December 15th (originally at the Career Center), scheduled for 12:30 PM, are being changed. 
 
We will now hold both board meetings (11/10 and 12/15) here at the Administration Building in the 
Board Room, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Both of these meetings will be hybrid meetings - in person and Zoom available. 
           Marilyn Hissong, ext. 1001 

2. 10 TIPS TO END SEMESTER ON A HIGH NOTE 
See Enclosure #1 to see 10 tips to help end the semester on a high note! 
           Marilyn Hissong, ext. 1001 

3. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum         
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #2 for specific middle 
and high school information.                                          
                                                                                                                      Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 

4. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum    
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #3 for specific 
elementary school information.  
                 Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 
 



   

5. SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING CONNECTION NEWSLETTER 
See Enclosure #4 to read the new Social Emotional Learning Connection Newsletter.       
              

      Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124/Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
6. TECHNOLOGY NEWSLETTER 

See Enclosure #5 to read the first technology newsletter of the year!     
                              Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 

7. DRIVE-THRU WITH SANTA 
See Enclosure #6 to see information regarding Adams Township residents having a drive-thru 
brunch with Santa! 
           Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

8. CITY OF NEW HAVEN HOLIDAY HOMECOMING 
See Enclosure #7 for information regarding the City of New Haven Holiday Homecoming.  To 
participate in the parade please complete the registration form! 
           Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

9. REMINDER: INSURANCE OPEN ENROLLMENT 
 
 

November 16, 2020 - December 4, 2020 (Effective 1/1/2021) More information to come!             

Tina Grady, ext. 1009 
 

                                                                                                                                            
10. NEW! CREATIVE SUPERSTAR SPOTLIGHT  

Weekly, we will spotlight Creative Superstar Teachers.  See Enclosure #8 to meet some of our 
superstars!                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                   Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

11. CPR/AED TRAINING 
 

Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the end of the school year. December 
classes will be held in the Harding area, January classes will be held in the Leo area and February 
classes will be held in the Heritage area. All classes will start at 4:15 PM, class size is limited and 
requires pre-registration. If you need this certification for your license renewal, email or call (ext. 
7008) Abby Koroncevicius, Health Services Coordinator. 

December, 2020 – January & February 2021 Class Schedule: 

December 1 (Tuesday PHJH) 
December 15 (Tuesday PHJH) 
January 12 (Tuesday LEEL) 
January 28 (Thursday LEEL) 
February 11 (Thursday HEHS) 
February 23 (Tuesday HEHS) 
Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years. Any employee 
interested in or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

                Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008 

Wash your Hands! Wear a Mask! 
Watch your Distance! 



We are here to 
support you!

www.doe.in.gov/SEBW
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10 STEPS TO END
SEMESTER ONE ON A

HIGH NOTE

Keep students academically
engaged

Share a self-care tip of the day

List your 2020
accomplishments to celebrate!

Write a letter expressing
gratitude

Attendance is vital

Update or set new classroom
norms to begin 2021

Have fun

Set goals with students for
2021

Breathe

Give yourself grace



 
 

 

Secondary Curriculum 
Connection      Nov. 6, 2020 

 
As we start our testing season, we need 
to think about reviewing with students 
strategies they can use.  Think about 
utilizing QAR Principles within Content-
Area Text and Graphics. 
 
We know students need to be able to 
read and comprehend information 
within text features (e.g., graphs, charts, 
captions, etc.).  Re-Introduce the 
concepts or QAR (Question-Answer-
Relationship).  Teach students the 
different types of questions that can be 
created from a text or a graphic.   
 

1.  Right There Questions:  The 
answer can be found right there 
in the text.  They are typically 
fast and easy to answer. 

2. Think and Search Questions:  
The answer is in the text, but 
the language may not be the 
same that is used in the 
question.  Students may have to 
look in different places to find 
the answer. 

3. Author and Me Questions:  The 
answer is not in the text directly, 
but it requires them to use their 
background knowledge and 
what the author/text has 
presented to them. 

4. On My Own Questions:  The 
answer is not in the text.  
Students must use their 
background knowledge and 
experiences.  This is typically an 
opinion type of question. 

 
 
 

EL Corner 
 
ELLevation & More Alternatives to 
eLearning/Online 
Learning Activities 
 
Whether you are an EL Teacher or a Gen. 
Ed. Teacher, often your Level 1 or early 
grade EL students need alternative 
assignments to eLearning or online 
learning. They often don’t yet have MiFi if 
they’re out due to extended illness or are 
unable to understand how to navigate the 
technology outside the classroom. 
ELLevation education and other websites 
offer lesson plans and take-home packets 
to address this problem, and often search 
tools can be filtered for grade level, 
subject, standard, or topic. It is best to 
adapt handouts to what your other 
students are learning. Follow the links 
below! 
 
 
https://app.ellevationeducation.com/Str 
ategies/Collections?searchText=Offline/A 
t-home 
https://edtechmagazine.com/k12/article 
/2020/04/continuing-remote-
learningstudents- 
without-internet 
https://www.the74million.org/article/an 
alysis-educators-say-distance-learningfailed- 
most-english-learners-last-springheres- 
10-ways-to-more-effectivelyserve- 
els-as-schools-reopen-for-virtualand- 
blended-learning/ 

 
 
 
What's New in Edge? Excellence and 
Diversity in Gifted Education 
 
     “Talent is given to us by our nature. 
          Greatness, by our efforts.” 
           — Mokokoma Mokhonoana 
 
Staci Salzbrenner, our district's new High 
Ability Coordinator, has been meeting with 
EDGE students across the district working on 
logical thinking, associations, collaboration, 
and coding strategies. This month, they 
began coding exercises and will program 
Sphero Minis using coding in November. 
 
. 

According to the experts, here are 10 top 
skills students learn through coding: 
· Critical thinking. As educators, we all want 
our students to be critical thinkers. 
· Persistence 
· Problem-solving skills 
· Courage to try new things 
· Math skills 
· Meaningful context 
· Processing skills 
· Determination 
 
Want to learn more about how you can 
incorporate coding and district owned bots 
into your curriculum? Check out these 
websites: 
Sphero.com 
Code.org 
We Are Teachers: 10 Surprising Skills Kids 
Learn Through Coding 
Coding definitely teaches students tech 
skills, but that's only the beginning. Take a 
look at these 10 other benefits you'll see 
when you teach kids how to code. 
 Jennifer Williams 
          

Important Dates: 
Bundle 3 Assessment Window:  November 9-20 
ISTEP+ (Winter Re-Test):  November 9-December 11 
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Connect with your SEL Coach!  
Heather Hunley    
District SEL Coach    
HHunley@eacs.k12.in.us; Ext 3157 
Administrative Annex, Room 106 
   

 

Volume 7.2020 

 
  

Social Emotional Learning Connection 
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which children 
and adults acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive 
goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 

relationships, and make responsible decisions. - CASEL  

Cultivate a Culture of Kindness  

In a world full of a lot of polarization, practicing kindness can seem 
revolutionary!  

Friday, November 13, 2020 is World Kindness Day.  How will you 
#PracticeKindness? 

The Dalai Lama said, “If you want others to be happy, practice 
compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion.” 

Check out this “The Science of Kindness” video (2:15 minutes).  

  

Resources: 

• RandomActsofKindness.org – tons of great, free resources. 
• The GrowKinder Podcast: cfchildren.org/podcasts/; 

Check out episode “School Culture vs. Climate” at 
https://www.cfchildren.org/podcast/school-culture-vs-climate-with-
greg-lucas/  

 

 

Why It Matters 

Kindness has been shown to be correlated with improved physical 
health, increased longevity, and reduced anxiety and depression.   

It improves self-confidence, self-esteem, and increases connectedness.   

The benefits of an engaged, kind, and positive workplace grow 
exponentially overtime. Positive emotions are as contagious as negative 
emotions.  

It helps improve resiliency when dealing with challenging times.   

 

#PracticeKindness Ideas 

• Be intentional.  Challenge yourself to do 5 acts of kindness in a day 
and reflect on how you feel. 

• Keep it simple: smile, hold the door open, give a compliment, send a 
“thinking of you” text, offer patience over irritation, express 
appreciation, let someone merge into your lane… 

• Speak kindly to yourself (reject that automatic negative thinking!) 
• Spread kindness on social media and #PracticeKindness 

 

mailto:HHunley@eacs.k12.in.us
https://casel.org/what-is-sel/
https://youtu.be/O9UByLyOjBM
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
https://www.cfchildren.org/podcasts/
https://www.cfchildren.org/podcast/school-culture-vs-climate-with-greg-lucas/
https://www.cfchildren.org/podcast/school-culture-vs-climate-with-greg-lucas/


 

EACS Technology Newsletter November 6, 2020 
 
1.  For all staff: HELPdesk is now going to have a 

HELPdesk queue.  If Joanne or the other HELPdesk support person is already 
speaking on the phone, the caller will be put on hold in a queue, and a friendly 
computer voice will inform the caller of where they are in the queue.  So, an 
example is: “Your position in the queue is currently 2nd.  Your estimated wait 
time is 3 minutes”.  The caller may also choose to leave a message. 
 

2. For all teachers interested in utilizing Canvas Studio: Canvas Studio is a 
communication tool that allows instructors and students to actively collaborate through 
video and audio media.  The teacher can create video quizzes for students that live in 
Canvas and can be automatically graded. Learn more about Studio on the Studio website 
here or go to EACS Teacher Professional development and learn more about Canvas 
Studio here. Questions?  Please ask your Tech Coach. 

   
3. For all teachers who use digital textbook content:  Canvas’s EACS Student 
Tech Help is continuously being updated, and recently, the Tech Coaches added 
more content for students.  Specifically, Tech Coaches added tutorials for students 
on how to sign in and use their digital textbooks, such as editions from McGraw 
Hill, Pearson, and National Geographic.  When a student clicks on EACS Student 
Tech HELP, he or she can get tutorials on digital textbook use, Britannica School, 
GSuite tools, Canvas, iPad help, or eLearning help. 
 
4. Here is some HELPdesk data: The HELPdesk extension from an EACS phone is 
4357 (HELP) and the direct phone line into HELPdesk from an out-of-district phone line is 
260-446-0257. During the first 3 months of this school year, Joanne and the other staff from 
the Technology Department handled 5,771 phone calls (August: 2945 calls, September: 1595 
calls, and October: 1231 calls), which is an average of 89 phone calls per day. Joanne and 
other HELPdesk support staff do a wonderful job with questions and support! We thank the 
HELPdesk support staff for their helpfulness and knowledge base in supporting the staff, 
guardians, and students of EACS.     
 

Fun technology fact: Lately, it seems that companies have a focus on 
building electric, battery-powered vehicles (Tesla, Rivian, Porsche, Audi).  This 
time, it is Hydrogen! The aerospace giant Airbus hopes to put a 
hydrogen-powered commercial airliner in the sky, with zero carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2035.  According to Airbus, "clean hydrogen" requires solving an 
array of complex technical challenges. Three early design concepts the company 
is studying would run off of hydrogen and oxygen fuel, and have no carbon 
exhaust. Read more of the article here. 

 

https://arcmedia.com/
https://arcmedia.com/
https://eacs.instructure.com/courses/6986/modules#module_14304
https://eacs.instructure.com/courses/6986/modules#module_14304
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/26102020/hydrogen-fueled-aircraft-clean-energy-emissions


 

Drive-Thru Brunch With 

Santa & Gift Giveaway   
 

Where: Adams Township Trustee Office  

1125 Hartzell Street, New Haven, IN 

46774 

When: December 12, 2020 

Time: 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
Please Contact the Township at  
260-749-4162 to RSVP your family. 
Office hours Monday-Thursday 
8:00am-12:00pm and 1:00pm-4:00pm 
Friday 8:00am-12:00pm. 
 



 

 
 

C I T Y O F N E W H A V E N 
H O L I D A Y H O M E C O M I N G 

F E S T I V A L 

D o w n t o w n o n B r o a d w a y 
F r i d a y , N o v e m b e r 2 7 , 2 0 2 0 

5 : 3 0 P M - 7 : 3 0 P M 
 

Come Ice Skate With Us! 
5 : 00 PM - 9 : 00 PM 

at Main and Broadway 
Ice Skating Rink 
Masks Required 

5:30 PM - Parade of Lights 
From Schnelker Park 
North on Broadway 

5:45 PM - Santa Arrives 
Location - Broadway 

Sponsored by - Rochyby Law Office 
6:00 PM - Holiday Lighting 

Santa will arrive by firetruck and 
Mayor McMichael will light up downtown 

 

6:00PM -6:15 PM - Hometown Hoopers 
Location - Broadway 

6:15 PM - "Ugliest Holiday Sweater Contest" 
Location – Main & Broadway 

 Winner will be chosen by audience applause 
and receive a gift card 

 
The event is subject to Indiana maintaining Stage 5 or 

possible other State or County restrictions  



 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS 
5:45 PM - 7:30 PM 

Memory Tree 
Location - Canal Landing 

Ornaments by New Haven Print 
 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
Visit with Santa 

Location - Santa's Workshop 
420 Broadway (Fire Station) 

 

Meet Live Reindeer 
Location- Canal Landing 

 

Horse & Carriage Rides 
Dekalb Horsemen 

Location – By Ruhl Furniture 

Meet the Characters 
Location - Downtown Broadway 

Sponsored by - Summit City Cause Players 

Window Walk 
Location - Chamber of Commerce/Broadway 

New Haven Food Bank Collection 
Location - Chamber of Commerce/Broadway 

7:30 PM 
Drawing for 50" Screen TV 

Location - Peter Franklin Jewelers 
Sponsored by - 24/30 Surplus 



2020 HOLIDAY HOMECOMING PARADE 
Friday, November 27, 2020 at 5:30 PM 

Parade Entry Form 
Based on COVID-19 concerns, parade participants will not be 
allowed to hand out or distribute anything to the crowd. If you 
violate the rules, you will not be allowed to participate in future 
parades. 

 
For questions or more information, contact Deb-Anne Smith 

at (260) 748-7072 or dsmith@NewHaven.IN.Gov 
 

 
The event is subject to Indiana maintaining Stage 5 or possible other State or County 
restrictions 

Parade applicant can be removed from parade up to the day of the event for content that 
would be considered offensive or vulgar. 

Applicant must complete parade entry form or will not be approved to participate. 

Applicant will ensure that participants in your group will abide by these rules 

Your signature below acknowledges you have read requirements above and agree to follow 
guidelines listed on this form. 

Participants agrees to follow Allen County Board of Health, Indiana State Board of Health and 
CDC guidelines. 

 

Signature:                                                                     Date:                                                   

Completed forms can be mailed or emailed to Deb-Anne Smith:  

Mail: 815 Lincoln Highway East, New Haven, IN 46774 

Email: dsmith@NewHaven.IN.Gov 
 

Completed forms must be received by Noon on 
November 13, 2020. 

 
Organization: 

Contact Person: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Approximate Number of Walkers: 

Approximate Number of Car Lengths: 

Description of Entry: 

mailto:dsmith@NewHaven.IN.Gov


TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 
‘Creative Superstar’ 

Meet – CHLOE GRAY 
School and grade/subject teaching: Woodlan Jr/Sr High School; 7th grade - 

22 year old, Intense Special Education 
 

Years teaching: 5 years 
 

How were your preparations for this academic 
year different than in past years? This year I knew 
how important it would be for our virtual students 
to get a good, hands-on education while working 
from home. In our classroom, we were not hugely 
technology based previously so I knew that a lot of 
instruction was going to be teaching our students 
how to access and use everything, as well as our 
parents. I also knew that I would need to change 

my approach to teaching. I looked around for virtual classroom ideas and 
virtual resources that I thought would best support our needs.  
 

What is the most creative thing you've done this year to help students 
succeed? We have found many virtual field trips for our students to attend, 
including a fire station and dairy farm. I also created a virtual Bitmoji 
classroom for our students, and parents, to easily access resources and find 
information. There are many technology-based resources I have made to 
give students some interactive or hands-on activities.  
 

What do you hope your students take away from this unprecedented 
school year? This is definitely a tough year. We have faced many challenges 
while trying to make this year as normal as possible for our students. Our 
students have been wonderful with everything going on. They have 
persevered through the changes and handled them so well! My hope for 
them is that this challenging time will continue to make them grow. 
 

How has this year helped you grow professionally? Having to adapt my 
teaching from hands-on and in person, to virtual has definitely been 
challenging. I have found ideas that I don't think could work and I 
collaborate with my co-workers and find a way for it to work. I really had 
to push myself and think outside of the box to figure out how to give 
students the best, and most effective 

 virtual education. 



TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 
‘Creative Superstar’ 

Meet:  ERIC REYNOLDS  
School and grade/subject teaching: New Haven Junior 
High/U.S. History and Current Events 

Years teaching: 18 

How were your preparations for this academic year 
different than in past years? I prepared differently for this 
year by making sure I knew how to effectively use Zoom 
to be able to include the virtual students and give them a 
sense of connectedness with our class. I also prepared and 
communicated specific expectations and procedures for 
virtual learners, which I think have really helped my 
virtual students to be successful. 

What is the most creative thing you’ve done this year to help students 
succeed? One of the things that was most important to me with the changes 
that have taken place this year was making sure virtual students maintained 
a sense of connectedness to me, the in-class students, and the curriculum. I 
always play music (either parodies or original songs) during passing periods 
that connect to what we are learning in class. I make sure the virtual 
students can also listen to the songs via Zoom, and we even sing some of them 
as an entire class (unmuted virtual students included). It may not always 
sound the best, but we have a good time! 

What do you hope your students take away from this unprecedented school 
year? I hope my students learn the value of community and staying connected 
to others, as well as the importance of being there for one another through 
challenging circumstances. 

How has this year helped you grow professionally? I think anytime we 
persevere through challenges with a positive attitude it is a beneficial thing - 
not only for us, but for those around us as well. I have really appreciated the 
support and sense of community from our principal, counselors, and the entire 
staff here at NHJH, which I think has helped us all grow as professionals and 
as a team. 

  



TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 
‘Creative Superstar’ 

Meet – SHANNON R. EICHENAUER 
School and grade/subject teaching: East Allen 
University; Language Arts 

Years teaching: 9th for EACS and an additional two for 
Purdue Fort Wayne.  

How were your preparations for this academic year 
different than in past years? My preparation has focused 
on learning more about the social and emotional needs of 
the students in my classroom. Their basic needs have to be 
met before their academic needs. As well, technology has 
become paramount to the learning environment in a way it 
never has been, so I had to familiarize myself with the 
technology tools available.  

What is the most creative thing you’ve done this year to help students 
succeed?  My main goal has been to keep our virtual students connected to our in 
person students and to our classroom. In an English classroom, especially my own, 
read alouds are imperative. So I recently set up a zoom read aloud for groups of 
students in a space that allowed for social distancing and a connection for all 
students to the classroom and each other. I am grateful we had the space to make 
this happen and that for just a bit things could feel as normal as possible in this 
unique year. This was collaborative learning in ways we have not been able to do 
yet this year. I am hoping for more of those moments.  

What do you hope your students take away from this unprecedented school 
year?  I hope they see how we are all connected and to understand that the best 
speakers, writers and communicators listen and take care of each other. It is also 
important to see that one of the biggest benefits of this year is that it has pushed 
us to think of new and innovative ways to connect to one another and to re-
evaluate the parts of learning that weren't working well.  

How has this year helped you grow professionally? It has pushed me well passed 
what I believed my own limitations were and then some. As well, it created an 
opportunity to be reflective of my own teaching practices and how I am serving 
my EAU community the best I can. I have found that it has created resilience and 
empathy for me professionally that I would not have had otherwise.  
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